
SEARCH & 
TEACH

Together they are a powerful pair — 
“The strength of SEARCH & TEACH is 
in early intervention. This twofold 
approach offers educators an 
effective tool for catching learning 
disorders at the beginning of a 
child's academic career, before the 
downward spiral of failure begins. 
With proper and timely identification 
and intervention, many children can 
be spared the lifelong consequences 
of learning disorders.” Rosa A. Hagin, Ph.D

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to 
the body.” Sir Richard Steele

SEARCH & TEACH was developed by 
Archie Silver, M.D. (child psychiatrist) 
and Rosa A. Hagin, Ph. D. 
(psychologist)and the staff of the 
Learning Disorders Unit at New York 
University School of Medicine.

SEARCH & TEACH is based on 
extensive(12 years) inter-disciplinary 
research in the diagnosis and treatment 
of learning disorders. This exceptional 
programme was unanimously approved 
by the Joint Dissemination and Review 
Panel of the US Office of Education and 
since 1980 is listed in the USOE 
publication “Educational Programs that 
Work”.

 This “mark of excellence” is awarded to 
few projects, clearly indicating the 
outstanding nature  of SEARCH & 
TEACH. 

www.searchandteach.com

www.nildsa.co.za
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What is Search & Teach

SEARCH & TEACH – is an early 
intervention programme developed to 
meet the educational needs of young 
learners before they experience the 
frustration of learning failure.

SEARCH is a 20 minute individual test 
designed to identify 5 and 6-year-olds 
“who are at risk of reading failure.” 

SEARCH provides a profile of the 
individual s strengths and weaknesses in 
the readiness skills which a child needs for 
reading success.

SEARCH provides a structure to guide 
intervention before failure occurs.

SEARCH is based on both clinical and 
statistical research that focuses on the 
neuropsychological skills basic to reading 
and the language arts. Intensive studies by 
Drs Silver and Hagin validated their clinical 
judgement that reading failure was 
associated with specific types of perceptual 
immaturity - namely, in visual, auditory and 
body-image - and was also related to 
orientation in space and organisation in 
time.

SEARCH uses the results of this research 
to formulate its programme, making early 
identification of perceptual deficits in 
children key to overcoming potential 
failure.
SEARCH may be used 

• To profile assets and deficits

• To guide educational intervention

• To determine the need for further 
diagnosis (neurological, 
psychological, psychiatric and 
social)

• Its most effective use is in 
scanning an entire class during 
Pre-school or early in first grade in 
order to provide teachers and 
administrators with a grade-wide 
profile for the proper planning of 
content, organisation and timing of 
instruction.

TEACH is a programme of 55 
learning activities called “tasks” 
designed to meet the needs 
revealed by SEARCH. All tasks are 
related to the authors model of the 
complex processes involved in 
learning to read.

The TEACH programme prioritizes 
pre-reading tasks from simple to 
complex and organises them into 
five clusters that mesh with the 
SEARCH components. These 
clusters include:

• Visual 
• Visual-motor 
• Auditory 
• Body-image 
• Intermodal skill clusters 

“An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure” Benjamin Franklin


