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PST and Directors: 

 

The Directors of NILD-SA are Leone Kode (Jenkinson), Santie Botha (Smit), Jacquie Johnston, 

Susan Garrard, Shireen Archibald and Louise van Eck. These ladies have also served as 

members of the Professional Support Team (PST), which is involved with the day-to-day 

practicalities of running the organisation in South Africa. The NILD-SA Directors decided to 

invite an additional 3 people to serve on the Professional Support Team.  In April 2019, Rae 

Mosdell, Debbie Stroberg and Karen Weimann agreed to serve on the PST for the next 3 

years. We are delighted to have them on board, and honour them for their willingness to 

selflessly serve the NILD family in South Africa.  

 

The PST focused on the following issues over the past year: 

 

▪ The NILD-SA website has been updated every month. 

▪ Informative articles have been posted on the website regularly. 

▪ We have continued with the process of registering with SACE. We faced a number of 

unforeseen obstacles along the way and as a result, it is taking a lot longer than we 

anticipated it would take.  

▪ We have worked at improving the support we offer our Members. 

▪ The first Level 3 Training course was offered in the new “Online” format, which means 

that Levels 1-3 are now all offered in this format. 

▪ Some changes needed to be made to the online course material to make it more 

suitable for NILD Educational Therapists in SA – many of these changes have been 

made, and we anticipate that there could be a few more small changes that will 

need to be made.  

▪ The Rx for Discovery Reading course was adapted to make it possible for non-NILD 

trained persons to do the training.  

▪ The Intern Instructor programme has allowed for new Instructors to further their 

training. 

▪ 3 new PST members have been added and integrated onto the PST. 

▪ Rainbow Sounds has been revised and updated, and should be ready for printing 

shortly. 

▪ The Afrikaans Rainbow books were completed, and are being used by Students. 
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▪ Louise van Eck is busy writing and translating materials into Afrikaans for therapists 

who work with Afrikaans students.  

▪ We prepared for Kristin Barbour and Erin Calhoun to visit us in SA. They offered a 

Woodcock-Johnson IV workshop and an Rx for Discovery Writing workshop while they 

were here.  

▪ NILD-SA held a very successful National Conference in Durbanville, Cape Town on 6 

July 2019. The theme for the conference was “Building Confidence and 

Competence,” and Kristin was the keynote speaker.  Other speakers included Erin 

Calhoun, Karin Gerber, and Olivia Luke. There were 4 breakaway sessions where 

Search & Teach, and Rx for Discovery Writing, Math and Reading sessions were 

demonstrated. 

▪ The PST and the Board of Directors also met with Kristin Barbour and Erin Calhoun to 

discuss issues relating to NILD in South Africa. 

▪ Beautiful book bags with the NILD-SA logo have been designed and are now 

available. 

 

 

Training courses: 

 

The transition to the new “Online” format of the Levels 1-3 training courses has required a 

great deal of work for the Instructors, but it seems as though the courses are being well 

received by the Participants. The Rx for Discovery Writing workshop came to South Africa for 

the first time in July 2019, and we had a large group of ladies from across the country 

attending that workshop. 

 

Our Members are encouraged to make use of the various training opportunities we offer. The 

following training courses have been offered throughout South Africa during the past year: 

 

▪ Level 1 Educational Therapy 

▪ Level 2 Educational Therapy 

▪ Search and Teach 

▪ Rx for Discovery Math 

▪ Rx for Discovery Reading 

▪ Rx for Discovery Writing 

▪ WJ training 

We plan to offer more of these courses and workshops in the coming year, and details and 

application forms will be posted on the website (www.nildsa.co.za).  

 

 

 

Area Support Groups: 

 

Area Support Group (ASG) meetings were held quarterly in Cape Town, KZN South Coast, 

Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Mpumalanga and Johannesburg.  There has been some growth in 

the Area Support Groups, and two new groups - Pietermaritzburg and Mpumalanga - were 

formed.  NILD-SA Members are required to attend a minimum of 2 of these meetings per 

year. These meetings offer support and ongoing training for our members. We are looking at 

http://www.nildsa.co.za/
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ways to make the ASG meetings even more beneficial to our members than they already 

are, and a questionnaire has been sent to our members to get this process started. 

 

The following topics were covered at the 2018-2019 meetings: 

 

▪ Rx for Discovery Reading demo 

▪ Planning for the conference in July 2019.  Brainstormed about how to promote our 

brand, and how to support teachers with mathematical language and the Rx for 

discovery Maths programme. 

▪ Feedback on the work of the PST and upcoming events and training. 

▪ WEBINAR:  Why is writing so darn hard? 

Quarterly Skype meetings were held with the ASG leaders. The aim of these Skype meetings 

was to keep the ASG leaders informed about developments within the NILD-SA organisation, 

and to offer support where necessary. The ASG leaders provide a vital link between the 

Professional Support Team and the members, and we appreciate the outstanding job they 

do. 

 

The ASG leaders for the various areas are: 

 

Cape Town:   Santie Botha 

KZN South Coast:  Lynn Aron 

KZN Durban:  Shireen Archibald 

KZN Pietermaritzburg:  Debbie Stroberg 

Mpumalanga:  Jenny Taylor 

Johannesburg: Julia Penfold 

 

The dates for the ASG meetings for the 2019-2020 year are:  

 

▪ 17 August 2019 

▪ 26 October 2019 

▪ 8 February 2020 

▪ 9 May 2020 

These dates are sometimes changed to suit ASG leaders and groups in the various areas; 

and members are encouraged to contact their ASG leaders to find out the correct dates, 

times and venues for the meetings in their areas.  

 

 

 

Membership: 

 

We ended our July 2018-June 2019 year with 89 Active and Non-Active NILD Educational 

Therapists and S&T practitioners throughout South Africa. This excludes the 60 individuals who 

have only done either Rx for Discovery Reading or Rx for Discovery Math training. 

 

 

Finances: 
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NILD-SA as a Non - Profit Company is now in its third year of operation and is going from 

strength to strength. 

 

Income continues to be generated through training fees and membership fees as well as 

materials sold to members. 

 

Our main expenses are costs incurred in running training courses, the purchasing of materials, 

and annual affiliation and royalty fees to NILD-USA. Other expenses include the payment 

portal on our website, monthly website hosting fees, a monthly fee to use Zoom for PST and 

Board meetings, and annual auditing fees. In 2018, NILD-SA acquired the Woodcock 

Johnson IV Achievement tests (Form A, B and C) for therapists who are level 3 trained and 

have received Woodcock Johnson training.  This should be a very helpful tool to our NILD 

Educational Therapists as they compare annual testing scores with initial testing scores to 

determine goals that have been reached and set goals for the following year. 

  

We are making provision for the following in the next financial year: 

 

▪ Consulting fees to complete the registration process with SAQA and SACE  

▪ Annual affiliation fees (NILD-USA) 

▪ Getting 3 more of the SEARCH and TEACH images designed for the digital task cards 

▪ Purchasing more Testing materials  

 

 

 

In closing...  

 

The PST would like to take this opportunity to applaud NILD-SA members for the exceptional 

work they do in the lives of children across South Africa - their passion, dedication and 

commitment to transforming the lives of academically vulnerable children is an inspiration!  
 

 

Leoné Kode 

Santie Botha 

Jacquie Johnston 

Louise van Eck 

Sue Garrard 

Shireen Archibald 

Karen Weimann 

Debbie Stroberg 

Rae Mosdell 

 

 


